
WELCOME TO THE BRIAR CHAPEL GARDEN CLUB 
 

We’re so happy you’ve joined the Briar Chapel Garden Club.  This note will get 
you up to speed on many aspects of the club.   
 
How Do I Access the Gardens?  
We have two gardens, Boulder Park (located near the corner of Treywood Lane 
and Wildwind Drive, one block from the Briar Chapel Parkway) and The Briar 
Patch (located in the Heather Glenn alley which is off the Briar Chapel Parkway 
close to N. Serenity Hill).  
 
There is a lockbox on the gate at each garden.  Enter the lockbox code 0202 and 
then pull the lever down to open the box.  There are two keys in the box, one for 
the gate and another for the shed where you will find garden tools, twine, 
buckets, etc...  Always relock the shed and gate, and return the keys to the lock 
box, before you leave. See the videos for a tutorial. 
 
When Can I Access the Gardens?  
We typically have regular garden workdays (usually Thursday and Saturday 
mornings) which we announce in advance via email.  At these workdays, there is 
always someone available to point you in the right direction and show you what 
needs to be done.  Workdays are a great way to learn about gardening in this part 
of the country and to meet other club members.  
 
Due to COVID 19, we have stopped our usual workdays and instead encourage 
members to work in small groups or family units (3-4 people) to tackle specific 
jobs (e.g., planting, laying water lines). We will announce by email when these 
activities are taking place and ask for volunteers. We also have divided the garden 
into sections to be cared for and assign them to those interested (e.g., weeding a 
raised bed). If you prefer working on your own, you are welcome to go to the 
gardens any time that is convenient for you. If working independently, try to focus 
on high priority areas that have been identified via group emails and, when 
weeding, be very careful not to puncture the irrigation drip lines. 
 
Children must always be accompanied by an adult club member and pets are 
never allowed in the gardens.   
 



How Does Planting and Harvesting Work?  
The gardens produce almost year-round, providing club members with a 
wonderful array of fresh vegetables and herbs and beautiful flowers.  Club 
members jointly decide what to plant, and we plant, weed and harvest 
communally.  We try to plant a range of vegetables to satisfy member tastes but 
we don’t always have room to accommodate special requests.  Given this, no 
member may independently plant anything, or amend the garden soil, without 
prior club approval.   
 
We'll let you know via email when specific crops are ripe enough to pick, and 
there are informational signs in the gardens to help you identify plants that you 
might not know.  Our rule of thumb is “take what your family needs for dinner 
tonight.”   
 
What About Composting? 
We use compost to amend our garden soil and have compost bins in both 
gardens.  Members are welcome to deposit household food scraps and garden 
waste if cut into small pieces.  If you compost egg shells, please crush them.  
Never compost meat, bones or pet waste (i.e. kitty litter or dog droppings).  Do 
not throw plastic bags or paper products in the compost. Finally, woody organic 
material is slow to compost; leave it next to the bins so it can be shredded. 
 
What Else Should I Know? 
We meet monthly, on the second Tuesday of the month, to update members, 
develop club strategy, and discuss open issues; meeting agendas are always 
circulated in advance.  These meetings are typically held in person; however, with 
COVID 19 we are currently meeting by Zoom. We also sponsor social, educational 
and fundraising events, so there are lots of ways for members to contribute to the 
success of the club.  We’ll keep you informed about all of this via email. 
 
Also, there is a wealth of information on our website: 
www.briarchapelgardenclub.org.  
 
If you have questions, email the club at briarchapelgardenclub@gmail.com 
 
                                                        * * * 
Once again, welcome! 



	


